Introduction.
In the chapter on " The Problem of Increased
Earnings/' an attempt has been made to suggest
ways and means of increasing receipts. The
need for the establishment of a Research
Department which would actively interest itself
in the commercial needs of its clientele is first
stressed. A plea is made for a closer contact
with the public and the provision of larger
facilities. These largely consist in electrification
of services, pooling of traffic, simplification of
clerical formalities, publication of goods time-
tables, speeding up of services and similar
measures. In recommending electrification, the
comparative costs of steam and electric power
are referred to and it is concluded that though
much cheaper and more convenient, electrifica-
tion in India would be possible only with regard
to suburban services.
With regard to revenues, the author cites the
very interesting suggestion of Mr. Farrar for
issuing track-contracts to select users. The
railway it is suggested, should also take upon'
itself road powers and arrange for goods being
delivered at the consignee's door.. In passing,
the author remarks that all expenditure should
be wisely undertaken with the single eye to
maximise receipts. Lastly, stress has been
rightly laid on the need for a nationalistic policy
in freight rates and the view is held that only by
nationalising the railways will industrial pro-
gress be hastened,                        >
The presentation of the Railway Budget for
the year 1940-41 raises very interesting questions
about railway policy. The effects of the present
war are observable in every sphere of railway
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